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oi deaicst relatives, he thinks that he would go to
some place where theie would be all happiness for
ever without any miseiy or pain where he would live
with his forefathers with a perfect body So he crea-
tes heaven or Svargas How can there be eternal hap-
piness in a finite plane conditioned in time and space7
Eternal bliss and immortality can be found in your
own Atman or Self only
A life m heaven is very much the same sort of
hie you lead neie, only a little happier You have
comfortable living there, but it is not eternal life of
tverlasting bliss Further, you will have to come down
to earth-plane when the fruits of good actions are
exhausted Heaven is not a permanent abode. Every-
thing which has name and form must perish. Atman
or Soul only is immortal and eternal. That is the
reason why sages and thirsty aspirants after Truth
do not long for the enjoyments of heaven
Vedanta does not attach any special value to
heaven It teaches that these heavens are phenome-
nal and transitory Even if one dwells in heaven for
millions of years, these millions of years are nothing
before eternity
Lord Jesus says, "The Kingdom of Heaven is
within you " Vedanta also tells the same thing. Real
everlasting happiness can be attained by realising
one's own Atman or the Immortal Soul. Eternal bliss
is within Perennial ]oy is in your own innermost
Self. The little pleasure that you get from objects is
only reflection of the bliss of the soul It is a particle
of that real eternal bliss of soul